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AI will never be the same: on 2 August a strict
European law came into force

The EU AI Act, specifically Article 50, significantly changes the rules of the AI world

- and not only for Europeans
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AI watermarks are the new cookies.

Every generated file now carries a signature

ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude will now embed cryptographic signatures, invisible to the human eye,

into every AI-generated text, image, and video1. A watermark will be built directly into the struc‐

ture of a ChatGPT text. It will also be embedded in image pixels and audio2. The result: AI detec‐

tors will become much more accurate. Right now, their accuracy is close to tarot-card readings.

The European Commission has approved labels reading "AI," "AI Modified," and "AI Generated."3

The design is black-and-white and minimalist. Even outside Europe, you will soon recognise

these labels because they will be everywhere.
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The three labels the European Commission has approved - AI Generated, AI Modified, and AI on its own.



An agent has to say what it is, in the first message

What else does the law change? AI agents must now disclose that they are machines when com‐

municating with people. They must do this in the very first message. The AI should clearly state:

"You are interacting with an AI system" - the wording proposed by the European Commission in

its guidelines4.

Also, when introducing itself, an AI agent must also disclose which person or organisation it rep‐

resents. Now, when my agent sends an email, it must begin with: "I'm an AI acting on Pavel's

behalf."



What an AI agent has to say before it says anything else.



The fine, and who collects it

What happens if I do not do this? Germany's Federal Network Agency, Bundesnetzagentur5,

could fine me 3% of my annual turnover - or up to €15 million if I were a large legal entity6.

My prediction: Pavel Durov will be one of the first people to receive a multimillion-euro fine. He

has traditionally been at odds with the European Union, and Telegram's recent Guest AI Bots up‐

date is a direct violation of Article 50.

"But if I do not live in the European Union, how can Bundesnetzagentur punish me?" It can ask

Apple or Google to remove your application from their app stores. This procedure is already well

established.

Journalists, bloggers, and anyone posting an image

Who else is affected by the new law? Journalists and bloggers. Yes, Substack authors, I'm talking

about you. If you publish AI-generated content on a matter of public interest, you must label it

"AI Generated."

The AI Act also applies to everyone publishing videos and images. If an AI-generated image con‐

tains a real person (for example, Donald Trump), or a real place (let's say Bundestag), it qualifies

as a deepfake7 and must carry a label. Break the rule - and the fine can again reach €15 million.
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